
ventilating, and smoke abatement in dwellings, very
fully treated ; school hygiene, desks, and methods of
instruction ; ambulance equipments; workshops; the
meteorology of health ; demonstration in the labora-
tory of methods of examining food, air, water, soil,
constructive materials of houses, disinfectants, etc.
There are to be conferences in the leading scientific

societies, open to the visitors to the exhibition, on the sub-
jects of dwellings for the poor ; domestic sanitation iu
the urban and rural districts ; industrial diseases ; how
infectious diseases are spread ; notification of infectious
diseases ; disposal of the dead, cremation ; meat sup-
ply ; water supply and distribution ; construction of
houses with regard to sanitary arrangements ; oral in-
struction of the deaf and dumb ; electric lighting, mu-
nicipal and domestic, or on other subjects connected
with application of electrical science ; food adultera-
tion and analysis ; sanitary legislation ; some subject
cognate to the work of the Society ; the effect on the
health of teachers and children of overwork in schools ;
ambulance work in peace and war ; bee-keeping ; trop-
ical sanitation. Shilling handbooks are on sale through-
out the exhibition by competent, many of them by em-
inent, writers on Healthy Villages, illustrated. Healthy
Bed-Rooms and Nurseries, including the Lying-in
Room. Healthy and Unhealthy Houses in Town aud
Country, illustrated. Healthy Furniture and Decora-
tion, illustrated. Plealthy Schools. Health in Work-
shops, illustrated. Manual of Heating, Lighting,
and Ventilation, illustrated. Food. Principles of
Cookery. Food and Cookery for Infants and In-
valids. Alcoholic Drinks. Water and Unfermented
Beverages. Fruits of all Countries, illustrated. Salt
and other Condiments. Legal Obligations in respect
to Dwellings of the Poor. " Our Duty," or Moral
Responsibility of the Individual in regard to Health.
Laboratory Guide to Public Health Investigation, il-
lustrated. Physiology of Digestion and the Digestive
Organs, illustrated. Fermentation. Spread of Infection.
Scavengering and other such Work in Large Cities, il-
lustrated. London Water Supply. Fires and Fire
Brigades, illustrated. Athletics, Part I., illustrated.
Athletics, Part II. Dress iu relation to Health and
Climate, illustrated. Accidental Injuries, their Pre-
vention and First Management, illustrated. The Am-
bulance, illustrated. The Influence of Schools of Art
on Manufacturing Industry. * * *

-*-

"THE 'TAXATION' THEORY OF EXPERT
TESTIMONY."

Boston, June 9, 1884.
Mit. Editor,— Having read with great pleasure

the article in your journal of June 5th ou The "Tax-
ation " Theory of Expert Testimony, I am tempted to

express the opinion that not only is it, as you say, a
greater injustice to call upon experts upon the same
terms as are jurymen, aud that they should rather be
considered as officers of the court as are judges and
sheriffs ; but I would go farther, and maintain that the
only excuse for not treating jurymen in the same way
is the assumption that it is impracticable ; in short,
that it is a very high-handed act to force any man to
serve the State iu any capacity whatever in opposition
to his own interests or wishes. Such an act may be
excusable when our limited knowledge shows us no

alternative ; but while this consideration may, perhaps,

be an excuse for conscription or for the drawing ofjuries, yet imperfections of civilization ought not to be
pleaded when they do not exist, and there is certainly
no necessity for compelling the services of experts. Ifthere were, the least that could be done in honor would
be payment for services at the market value. For my
own part I can see no other ground that is not simply
communism. Very truly yours, E. M. B.

RETAINED PLACENTA OF ABORTION, WITH
H\l=AE\MORRHAGE.

Brighton, June 5, 1884.Mr. Editor, — The practice which has been suc-
cessful and satisfactory in the abortion cases that
have fallen into my hands for the last fifteen years is,first, to stop the haemorrhage, which is the one alarm-
ing symptom in nine cases out of ten which occasions
the calling of the physician ; and the most certain,
sure, and effective way of doing this is to remove at
once the placenta manually. If this is done the haem-
orrhage ceases, the danger from septicaemia is practi-cally nil, and, until this is done, " the anxious days,'and nights too, are a certainty ; frightful haemorrhages
may, and in a certain per cent, of cases do, occur. Iu
other cases the placenta is retained from inability ofthe uterus to throw it off, and putrefaction commences
with its attendant danger of septicaemia. Many
cases left to nature come out all right of themselves ;
but these last are not those that come under the ob-
servation of the physician.
Early in my practice I concluded, when an abortion

was so far in progress that the foetus had escaped, thatthe safest, most satisfactory, and common sense practice
was to complete the abortion as quickly as possible. Thedeaths from abortion are mostly from effects of haem-
orrhage and septicaemia. Any delay, therefore, in the
removal of the placenta make " the anxious days " cer-tain to come, provoke the occasion of haemorrhage, audthe possibility of attacks of septicaemia. With the
complete removal of the secundines all apprehensionfrom haemorrhage and septicaemia is at an end.
In the treatment of disease if the cause is removed

the disease is often soon cured. Iu abortion the haem-
orrhage is due to the retained placenta. Septicaemiaafter abortion is caused by the retained placenta, or a
portion of it. The most scientific treatment, then, ofretained placenta after abortion, with resulting haemor-
rhage or septicaemia, would seem to be its immediate
removal, and in my experience the fingers are the bestand only instruments needed. Any other method of
treatment is but temporizing ; plugging the vagina, byDr. Lawson Tait, has been styled " barbarous and un-
scientific." Immediate removal of the placenta is but
carrying out the perfect method of nature, which makes
the effort in nearly all cases to remove it, and succeeds
in most, but in certain of the cases to which physicians
are called she fails from lack of expulsive force in the
uterus. By her efforts, however, the uterus from beinghigh up is forced down lower in the pelvis, is more
easily reached, the os is made softer, more dilatable,and, with the left hand above the pubes, the forefingerof the right hand can be made to reach and remove
the placenta in all cases.
Having practiced medicine in a town for seven

years, near a successful abortionist, I presume it has
y

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at The University Of Illinois on June 25, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


